XXVIII
THE  CHARM OF COMMONPLACE

GEORGE ELIOT warned us somewhere not to expect
Isaiah and Plato in every country house, and the
warning was characteristic of the time when one really
might have met Ruskin or Herbert Spencer. How
uncalled lor it would be now! If Isaiah or Plato were
to appear at any country house, what a shock it would
give the company, even if no one present had heard
of their names and death before! We do not know
how prophets and philosophers would behave in a
country house, but, to judge from their books, their
conversation could not fail to embarrass. What would
they say when the daughter of the house inquired if
her Toy-Pom was not really rather a darling, or the
host proclaimed to the world that he never took pota-
toes with fish ? What would the host and daughter
say if their guest? began to prophesy or discuss the
nature of justice ? There is something irreligious in
the incongruity of the scene.

The age of the wise, in those astonishing eighteen-
seventics, was succeeded by the age epigram, when
someone was always expected to say something witty,
and it was passed on, like a sporting tip, through widen-
ing circles. Such sayings as " I can resist everything
but temptation " were much sought after. Common

sense became piquant if reversed, and the good, plain
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